July 26: Editorial

A north-Swedish morning paper, Västernorrlands Folkblad, wrote in a sceptical mood on July 26 (-- and was quoted, in part, also by the Stockholmstidningen published in the afternoon the same day):

”The ghost bombs 

”The missiles that have been observed all over Sweden for some time now are generally called "ghost bombs" on behalf of their soundless flight, but of course they are not what they seem to be.  

"The Flying Dutchman" who was feared by seamen in the good old times and whom many weather-beaten sailors were convinced to have seen with their own eyes, was a ghost-ship that only existed in the imagination of the superstitious.

”But these missiles are surely no figment of the imagination. It is true that there is still a lot of superstition thriving in our so called "enlightened" time and people´s imagination may still surpass both their senses and the physical laws. But the observations that have been made for a long time in many different areas all over Sweden will have to be considered as evidence of the existance of real missiles. Lacking a better name for them we can always call them "ghost bombs", but they are still  tangible material and the result of human production.

”If the Germans had not made trials with guided missiles over Sweden during the last phase of the war perhaps we would have wondered what these things were. Now we know what it´s all about - trial
shootings. And Sweden is the target area, or a part of it. "Ghost bombs" have been observed also on Norwegian and Danish territory.

”Now that we have established that these objects are made by man and that the motive is to launch them in order to learn how they function and how far they can go, it would be interesting to find out where the missiles are coming from. It sometimes looks as if they came from the sky but they do not, not originally anyway.

”No, somewhere on earth there is a launching pad used for these missiles. And in the same place there are officers and scientists working on the launching procedures. Distances and angles are being estimated. And probably notes are being taken concerning points of observation and times of observation. Possibly they are also making notes of the time of return of the missiles.

”Of course this must be an extremely interesting job and of course it must be especially useful to get reports from the target area regarding times and points of observation, which they are getting through articles in newspapers or in some other way.

”But where on earth is this interesting work carried out? We can only guess.

”Perhaps some small island in the Pacific Ocean? That would actually be possible as distances do hardly exist any more. But they are more likely to originate from a place somewhere in Europe.  Finding that place should, however, be very difficult as it is probably concealed behind an impenetrable iron curtain. In case somebody would manage to get inside he would not have to worry about his future or his old age pension.

”We will thus have to accept that we do not know where that interesting work is being done. If somebody would have any suspicions in a certain direction the wisest thing to do is probably to keep quiet. We would not want to spread false rumours - even if the risk of doing so is very small.

”It goes without saying that these missiles are not intended to serve the peaceful development or the future communications. On the contrary - we have to assume that their purpose is to serve in war, not necessarily in war towards Sweden, however. 

”We are doing trial shootings on target boards but our intention is not to shoot against these boards in wartime. In the event of war we could of course hope to find the enemy lurking behind the target boards, which would be an ideal situation as the target area in war would be the same as it was during the exercise. That would make it easy for us as the estimation of distance would be given in advance.

”Also it cannot be considered out of the question that a country that has been used as a target board in peace will also become the real target area in war. This has happened before and there is nothing to be afraid of. But it is important to remind people about this while the trials are still peaceful.
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